Relational Holiness
1. Oneness – What does mean to become one with each other, so that if were to be separated we would experience it painfully?  Love binds and connects us and brings it closer to one another.  We cease to be individual creatures like our skin says we are and we begin to share deeply with one another.  Madeline L’Engle in the foreword to C.S. Lewis’ classic “A Grief Observed” says that losing her husband “was like an amputation.”  That is a distinct unity that we are addressing.  A unity that is reflected in scripture when Adam said, “This is bone of my bone, and flesh of my flesh” and, “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” (Genesis 2:23-24)

2. What does that mean for us?

3. Relationships present themselves early in the bible

a. Man:  Genesis 2:18 -- And the LORD God said, [It is] not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.
i. Genesis 2:19- 20 Tells of the creation of animals and Adam naming them.

b. Woman:  Genesis 2:21- 24 Tells of the creation of woman

c. Genesis 2:25 – Interesting little fact:  And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

4. Building the Lifeboat

a. Elementary Ethics

i. In the lifeboat – male lawyer, female doctor, crippled child, stay-at-home mom, garbage man.  One must be thrown out – which one?

b. Scripture Luke 10:25-28
And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 

 And He said to him, "What is written in the Law? How does it read to you?" 

 And he answered, "YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF." 

 And He said to him, "You have answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE."  
5. Living in the Lifeboat

a. Scripture Luke 10:29 -- But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?"
b. Driving Stories
c. Matthew 20:1-16 – Parable of workers earning wages

d. Ravi story about Funeral

e. We seem wired to seek affirmation – we live seeking to be on the “good” team – Straughn Story
f. Genesis 2:25 –And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
i. In the military taking a physical
ii. Modesty in marriage
6. Where did Adam and Eve get their affirmation: 
a. Genesis 3:7 -- And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they [were] naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. 

b. Gen 3:10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I [was] naked; and I hid myself.
7. What happened to their affirmation?

a. Eve:  Gen 3:16 – Desire for your husband (OTHERS)

b. Adam Gen 3:17-19 – Work the Ground (WORK)

c. They lost the voice of God, communication broken

8. Why the Tree – Why the Cross?
a. God had to give us a way to hurt him

b. They put clothes on

i. No longer heard God saying “I love You” – they looked not up but over

c. Silence = “Am I ok?”
9. I need you to tell me who I am

a. “Scripture tells us that a higher being gives us our value.  About that affirmation we seek.
b. Augustine seemed to direct his attention when he said, “You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.” [Confessions, 1,1,1, 400 A.D.]
c. We are like paintings, worth what people say

d. If we are wired to get our affirmation from outside, then what do we do in that vacuum of silence?
10. Love seems as if it must allow for vulnerability – a surrendering to the possibility of pain.  If a loving God created us wouldn’t he give us a way to hurt him?  And then wouldn’t  he give a way to restore that relationship without turning us into puppets?
11. Jesus
a. What did I do wrong?  I judge you as one.  
b. Marry Me – Take my name

In his book Grace Abounding, John Bunyan describes a day when he was inexplicably released from doubt and despair. While passing through a field, troubled in conscience and fearing that all was not right, the sentence fell upon his soul: 
“Thy righteousness is in heaven.” (See Psalm 85:11b). Writes Bunyan, “I thought I saw with the eyes of my soul Jesus Christ at God’s right hand. There was my righteousness. Wherever I was, or whatever I was doing, God could not say of me that I lacked his righteousness, for that was ever before Him… for my righteousness was Jesus Christ himself.”
12. Being In a Right Relationship to God

a. As the relationship that would cause a man and woman to become one flesh, I am drawn to the concept that the preceding relationship (God to man) made them one mind.

13. Prevenient Grace – Wesleyan Doctrine that God goes before us, he “walks before us enabling us to choose salvation freely”.  Freedom only exists for those wed to Christ, without His righteousness, we are slaves to sin.
14. “When we choose the best to which God calls in any particular moment, we act in holiness.”  Oord/Lodahl
15. Two Models for the biblical view of the Christian life

a. Adventure Model

i. Open-Ended, largely Unplanned

ii. Constantly Communicating Guide

1. He presents Options

a. Our choices cause happiness and wholeness

b. Or our choices can cause sorrow

2. Encourages to take the step of Happiness

iii. Other travelers

1. Invited to share the wisdom of those who precede us

2. Social Holiness – walking the path together "By Christianity I mean that method of worshiping God which is here revealed to man by Jesus Christ. When I say, "This is essentially a social religion", I mean not only that it cannot subsist so well, but that it cannot subsist at all, without society, -- without living and conversing with other men."  [Wesley, Upon Our Lord's Sermon on the Mount, Discourse 4]
3. "Holy solitaries" is a phrase no more consistent with the gospel than holy adulterers. The gospel of Christ knows of no religion, but social; no holiness but social holiness. "Faith working by love" is the length and breadth and depth and height of Christian perfection. "This commandment have we from Christ, that he who loves God, love his brother also"
4. This is akin to taking steps, when we stumble, the community reaches out to insure that no one is left behind

b. Slide Scenario

i. We walk alone

ii. We progress only as long as we avoid sin

iii. Any misstep is akin to Sisyphus who is doomed to watch the stone roll all the way to the bottom.

iv. Does the courage exist to take up the path again?  

c. Differences

i. Adventure has a Guide

ii. We understand that there is no hope without the guide

iii. We have companions we develop:

1. Habits

2. Resources

3. Customs

16. This ongoing life of loving God, others, and God’s creation, including ourselves is the life of holiness.  And today we need this adventure in holiness, understood in terms of relational love, more than ever.

17. What do we see when we look in someone’s eyes?

Closing:  Ephesians 2:19-22

So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints, and are of God's household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord, in whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. 

